Do you want to be ripped off by at least £500,000?
That’s the amount that the average person loses in their lifetime, according to financial journalist and comedian (yes, really!) Jasmine Birtles.
Jasmine, who is premiering her show ‘How To Be Rich Without Really Trying’ at the Edinburgh festival this year says “If you add up the tens of thousands we lose by not switching our mortgages, the huge amount we lose in bad investments and pensions, and how much we’re ripped off every year with all the overpriced things we buy, you can see how it adds up.”

Jasmine, who regularly appears on TV programmes as a financial pundit and is presenting BBC1’s ‘Homes Under the Hammer’ on BBC1 later in the year, will be making Edinburgh Fringe audiences laugh with her one-woman show while giving them genuine tips on how to make more money, save more money and stop themselves getting ripped off.
“It really isn’t that hard,” she says. “Personal finance is like nutrition – you don’t need to be an expert in it to keep your bank balance healthy. You just need to eat more fruit and veg – that’s spending less and saving a bit more – and not eat too many cakes and chips – that’s not thinking about what you’re spending and investing in rubbishy products you don’t understand.”
Edinburgh audiences will pick up all kinds of tips from this show from the remarkably simple to the wild and whacky: how you can have a retirement full of cruises round the Med and hot and cold running toyboys just by giving up smoking and cutting out your daily latte; how you can sell your body for the maximum money; choice phrases to throw at cold callers trying to sell you rubbish and how you can become a millionaire even if you earn less than the national average.
And if that sounds good check this out: it’s free! Yes, entry to this show is totally free so you’ll make money without risking anything up-front. Surely this is too good to be true!

Notes for Editors:

· ‘How to Be Rich without Really Trying’ is at Laughing Horse @ The Canon’s Gate (Venue 78), 232 Canon Gate, Edinburgh at 12 noon from August 7th-14th 2005. Entry is free!

· Copies of some of Jasmine’s books including ‘A Girl’s Best Friend Is Her Money’, ‘A Bit on the Side: 500 Ways to Boost Your Income’ and ‘A Little Book of Abuse’ will be on sale after the show.

· Jasmine Birtles regularly appears on TV and radio commenting on financial topics and writes books and articles on money. She is presenter of the BBC1 daytime series, ‘Homes Under the Hammer’, she co-presented Grampian TV’s six-part series ‘Spend, Spend, Spend’ and UK Style TV’s ‘First Time Buyers’ series. She is also on ITV’s ‘This Morning’, GMTV, BBC Breakfast News, Sky News and Politics Today. She also guests on radio magazine, current affairs and comedy programmes such as ‘Quote Unquote’ and ‘Off the Page’. She also writes financial articles for The Independent on Sunday, and several magazines. She has worked as a stand-up comedian and script-writer for over 10 years, working in comedy clubs around London and for blue-chip companies as an after-dinner speaker. She has written 35 books – mostly joke books – and her best-seller, ‘A Little Book of Abuse’, got to number 8 in the Times Best Seller list in 2001.
· For more information go to www.jasminebirtles.com or for photographs and interviews contact press officer Thea Newcomb on 0141 427 5262 or 07867 582703. To book Jasmine contact her agent, June Ford-Crush at 020 7736 7828.
· ‘How to be Rich Without Really Trying’ is part of the ‘Free Fringe 2005’. For more information go to www.laughinghorse.co.uk/edinburgh2.htm
Oh, and if you don’t believe that £½ million figure, this is how it’s worked out:
Taking an average earner making £20,000 at age 18 to the time they retire at 65, assuming annual wage inflation of 5% and an average loss of 15% a year (that’s a conservative estimate!) due to not shopping around for good deals and being conned into bad investments the figures look like this…

	
	£ Salary p.a. 
	Age
	£ Losses of 15%

	
	20000
	18
	3000
	

	
	21000
	19
	3150
	

	
	22050
	20
	3307.5
	

	
	23153
	21
	3472.875
	

	
	24310
	22
	3646.519
	

	
	25526
	23
	3828.845
	

	
	26802
	24
	4020.287
	

	
	28142
	25
	4221.301
	

	
	29549
	26
	4432.366
	

	
	31027
	27
	4653.985
	

	
	32578
	28
	4886.684
	

	
	34207
	29
	5131.018
	

	
	35917
	30
	5387.569
	

	
	37713
	31
	5656.947
	

	
	39599
	32
	5939.795
	

	
	41579
	33
	6236.785
	

	
	43657
	34
	6548.624
	

	
	45840
	35
	6876.055
	

	
	48132
	36
	7219.858
	

	
	50539
	37
	7580.851
	

	
	53066
	38
	7959.893
	

	
	55719
	39
	8357.888
	

	
	58505
	40
	8775.782
	

	
	61430
	41
	9214.571
	

	
	64502
	42
	9675.3
	

	
	67727
	43
	10159.06
	

	
	71113
	44
	10667.02
	

	
	74669
	45
	11200.37
	

	
	78403
	46
	11760.39
	

	
	82323
	47
	12348.41
	

	
	86439
	48
	12965.83
	

	
	90761
	49
	13614.12
	

	
	95299
	50
	14294.82
	

	
	100064
	51
	15009.57
	

	
	105067
	52
	15760.04
	

	
	110320
	53
	16548.05
	

	
	115836
	54
	17375.45
	

	
	121628
	55
	18244.22
	

	
	127710
	56
	19156.43
	

	
	134095
	57
	20114.25
	

	
	140800
	58
	21119.97
	

	
	147840
	59
	22175.96
	

	
	155232
	60
	23284.76
	

	
	162993
	61
	24449
	

	
	171143
	62
	25671.45
	

	
	179700
	63
	26955.02
	

	
	188685
	64
	28302.77
	

	
	198119
	65
	29717.91
	

	
	
	
	564076.2
	

	
	
	
	
	


