Learn to be rich at the Edinburgh Festival for free!
Financial expert and comedian Jasmine Birtles is to do a Fringe first this year – she’s offering a comedy show with genuine financial hints and tips to help you get rich…and the whole show is free! The show, called ‘How to be Rich Without Really Trying’ will be on for just one week – from 7th-14th August – and is part of the Free Fringe.
“Personally I’m sick of the way prices have gone through the roof at the Fringe in recent years,” says Jasmine, “so when I heard of the Free Fringe which doesn’t charge for shows, I thought the deal was too good to miss.”

Jasmine, who is author of 35 books including ‘A Girl’s Best Friend Is Her Money’ and ‘A Bit on the Side: 500 Ways to Boost Your Income’, will give audiences genuine advice on how to save thousands each year and how to make their money grow without effort. Incredibly, she’ll do it with gags, sketches and even songs and she won’t even be trying to sell a dodgy property-investing course at the end of it.
“Who says money can’t be funny,” says Jasmine. “Don’t you laugh out loud when you open your credit card statement? Aren’t pensions hilarious? Isn’t Gordon Brown a total scream? Oh come on! You’ve got to laugh or else you’d cry!

“Seriously, we’re ripped off to the tune of thousands of pounds every year just because we don’t understand basic stuff about money and we’re too bored or scared to find out. So I like to make it fun so that people can find out how to make more money and have a laugh at the same time!”
Money won’t necessarily make you happy but poverty and debt certainly make you miserable, so if you want to be at least rich enough to pay for the very best, celebrity-style therapy sessions, come to Jasmine’s show. You can’t lose – it’s free!
Notes for Editors:

· ‘How to Be Rich without Really Trying’ is at Laughing Horse @ The Canon’s Gate (Venue 78), 232 Canon Gate, Edinburgh at 12 noon from August 7th-14th 2005. Entry is free.
· Copies of some of Jasmine’s books including ‘A Girl’s Best Friend Is Her Money’, ‘A Bit on the Side: 500 Ways to Boost Your Income’ and ‘A Little Book of Abuse’ will be on sale after the show.
· Jasmine Birtles regularly appears on TV and radio commenting on financial topics and writes books and articles on money. She is presenter of the BBC1 daytime series, ‘Homes Under the Hammer’, she co-presented Grampian TV’s six-part series ‘Spend, Spend, Spend’ and UK Style TV’s ‘First Time Buyers’ series. She is also on ITV’s ‘This Morning’, GMTV, BBC Breakfast News, Sky News and Politics Today. She also guests on radio magazine, current affairs and comedy programmes such as ‘Quote Unquote’ and ‘Off the Page’. She also writes financial articles for The Independent on Sunday, and several magazines. She has worked as a stand-up comedian and script-writer for over 10 years, working in comedy clubs around London and for blue-chip companies as an after-dinner speaker. She has written 35 books – mostly joke books – and her best-seller, ‘A Little Book of Abuse’, got to number 8 in the Times Best Seller list in 2001.
· For more information go to www.jasminebirtles.com or for photographs and interviews contact press officer Thea Newcomb on 0141 427 5262 or 07867 582703. To book Jasmine contact her agent, June Ford-Crush at 020 7736 7828.
· ‘How to be Rich Without Really Trying’ is part of the ‘Free Fringe 2005’. For more information go to www.laughinghorse.co.uk/edinburgh2.htm. 
